§665.24

(c) The permit holder for any Amer-
ican Samoa longline limited access
permit, or an agent designated by the
permit holder, must notify the Re-
gional Administrator in writing within
30 days of any change to the permit
holder’s contact information or any
change to the vessel documentation as-
sociated with a permit registered to an
American Samoa longline limited ac-
cess permit. Complete changes in the
ownership of the vessel registered to an
American Samoa longline limited ac-
cess permit must also be reported to
PIRO in writing within 30 days of the
change. Failure to report such changes
may result in a delay in processing an
application, permit holders failing to
receive important notifications, or
sanctions pursuant to the Magnuson-
Stevens Act at 16 U.S.C. §1858(g) or 15
CFR part 904, subpart D.

[70 FR 29654, May 24, 2005]

§665.24 Gear identification.

(a) Identification. The operator of
each permitted vessel in the fishery
management area must ensure that the
official number of the vessel be affixed
to every longline buoy and float, in-
cluding each buoy and float that is at-
tached to a radar reflector, radio an-
tenna, or flag marker, whether at-
tached to a deployed longline or pos-
sessed on board the vessel. Markings
must be legible and permanent, and
must be of a color that contrasts with
the background material.

(b) Enforcement action. Longline gear
not marked in compliance with para-
graph (a) of this section and found de-
ployed in the EEZ will be considered
unclaimed or abandoned property, and
may be disposed of in any manner con-
sidered appropriate by NMFS or an au-
thorized officer.

§665.25 Vessel monitoring system.

(a) VMS unit. Only a VMS unit owned
by NMFS and installed by NMFS com-
plies with the requirement of this sub-
part.

(b) Notification. After a Hawaii
longline limited access permit holder
or size Class C or D American Samoa
longline limited access permit holder
has been notified by the SAC of a spe-
cific date for installation of a VMS
unit on the permit holder’s vessel, the
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vessel must carry the VMS unit after
the date scheduled for installation.

(c) Fees and charges. During the ex-
perimental VMS program, a Hawaii
longline limited access permit holder
or size Class C or D American Samoa
longline permit holder with a size Class
D or D permit shall not be assessed any
fee or other charges to obtain and use
a VMS unit, including the communica-
tion charges related directed to re-
quirements under this section. Commu-
nication charges related to any addi-
tional equipment attached to the VMS
unit by the owner or operator shall be
the responsibility of the owner or oper-
ator and not NMFS.

(d) Permit holder duties. The holder of
a Hawaii longline limited access per-
mit or a size Class C or D American
Samoa longline permit and master of
the vessel must:

(1) Provide opportunity for the SAC
to install and make operational a VMS
unit after notification.

(2) Carry the VMS unit on board
whenever the vessel is at sea.

(3) Not remove or relocate the VMS
unit without prior approval from the
SAC.

(e) Authorication by the SAC. The SAC
has authority over the installation and
operation of the VMS unit. The SAC
may authorize the connection or order
the disconnection of additional equip-
ment, including a computer, to any
VMS unit when deemed appropriate by
the SAC.

[61 FR 34572, July 2, 1996, as amended at 70
FR 29654, May 24, 2005]

§665.26 Longline fishing prohibited
area management.

(a) Prohibited areas. Longline fishing
shall be prohibited in the longline fish-
ing prohibited areas as defined in para-
graphs (b), (¢), and (d) of this section.

(b) Longline protected species zone. The
protected species zone is 50 nm from
the center geographical positions of
Nihoa Island, Necker Island, French
Frigate Shoals, Gardner Pinnacles,
Maro Reef, Laysan Island, Lisianski Is-
land, Pearl and Hermes Reef, Midway
Islands, and Kure Island, as defined in
§665.12.

(c) Main Hawaiian Islands. (1) From
February 1 through September 30 each
year, the longline fishing prohibited
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